Lessons In Humanity

Good morning students and teachers.
We are here today to honour Remembrance Day, to commemorate the brave men and women who have sacrificed their lives to protect the very rights and values that we live by today.

The guns fell silent across the Western Front on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1914, thus ending the senseless slaughter and bloodshed that had been caused by the Great War. Remembrance day has been held on this date since 1919 as a tribute to the armistice signed between the Allies and Germany, officially ending WW1

However, this day does not have to be a time for mourning and grief alone. We must remember the moments of humanity in war. We have to honour those times when faced with tremendous horror and atrocity and among death and despair human empathy has risen above it all.

An excellent example of this is the Christmas Day Truce of 1914 between British and German soldiers. This truce was not official, but was of an informal nature between both sides. It started a few days before Christmas, with both sides scheduling their artillery to fire at times which would cause the enemy the least damage. This goodwill extended to troops throwing gifts into the enemy trenches. Then, on Christmas Day, German soldiers put down their weapons, got up out of their trenches and walked half way into no-mans-land. Here they stopped and called for the British soldiers to join them. The two opposing sides met and talked, swapped souvenirs and even played football. Nothing like this on such a scale had happened before. This cease-fire occurred in many parts of the line and in some places lasted for over a week. It was human companionship at its finest. 

Perhaps with more of these moments and more attitudes of this nature we can prevent war in the future. It is imperative that we realise, like those soldiers did, that we are all humans no matter what our ethnicity or religion is, or what nation we are from. 

Perhaps if we focused more on this, instead of fighting between ourselves and building machines of war, then maybe we will find more sparks of humanity amidst human misery and chaos, like those the soldiers found on Christmas Day.

It is vital that we remember our fallen heroes otherwise the sacrifice that they made will be in vain. It is up to us learn from the mistakes of the past and use what we find to build a safer future. We need to look back with regret as well as looking forward with hope.
We must never forget the opportunity that their sacrifice gave us. The epitaph to the Unknown Soldier by W.H Auden gives a stirring memorial to their loss. “To save your world you asked this man to die: Would he, could he see you now, ask why?” 
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