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Good morning students and teachers of Hurlstone. 
The 11th of November is a day to remember and mourn the lives of the men and women lost in war.  
Each decade of the last century has been full of death, violence and destruction to the lives of millions. 
Sadly, the history of the twentieth century tells us that war will continue to be with us. 
When the Armistice which ended World War One was signed on November 11th 1918, the people of the world gave a collective sigh of relief. 
Many believed, somewhat naively, that the world would remain peaceful.
Many other, more realistic types took the view that the end of WW1 was only temporary. 
Sadly, that turned out to be exactly what happened, and from 1939 to 1945, the world was at war again.
Just five years later, the Korean war began. 
This was not a conflict on the scale of the world wars, but was still large enough to provide a wake up call to the masses that we still did not live in a globally peaceful society.
The Korean war ended in 1953.
As one conflict in the East subsided, another was building up.
The Vietnam war of the 1960’s and 1970s lasted for over a decade. It was a contentious issue which heavily divided the public. 
In USA and Australia the war was opposed by large sections of society. 
Opposition was increased in Australia because of the introduction of conscription.
As the Vietnam War drew to a close in 1975, there were still major conflicts in other parts of the world. 
In Cambodia, Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge claimed millions of lives between 1975 and 1978. 
In Chile, Augusto Pinochet seized power in a military coup in 1973 and tens of thousands were killed or went missing.
In 1982, the tensions between Great Britain and Argentina over the ownership of the Falklands Islands exploded into war. 
In 1991 the first Gulf War began after Saddam Hussein had invaded Kuwait and a US led United Nations force invaded Iraq. 
Through the decade violence and antagonisms were rife, including the genocide conducted by Slobodan Milosevic in the old Yugoslavia, the East Timor peace keeping operations and the Fijian military coup. 
As the new millennium arrived, we have seen continued bloodshed and violence. 
The second Gulf War began in 2003 and whilst the fighting itself has ended, a large number of troops still occupy the area. Every night, we are bombarded with images of Iraqis clashing with allied soldiers on our TV screens.
There is ongoing tension between Israel and Palestine and recently Israeli troops invaded Lebanon. 
With the September 11th attacks of 2001 still fresh in our minds and the beginning of the war on terror, we must wonder.. will peace ever be achieved?  Will it ever be possible for mankind to live without war?
