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Wednesday 3 December 2008

NSW Liberal/Nationals move to protect all of Hurlstone Agricultural High School’s land
Jones:  “ Can you give a commitment here that the Hurlstone Agriculture High School will stay as it is?”
Rees:   “No, I’m not going to give that commitment.”
Alan Jones Show, Radio 2GB, 3 December 2008

NSW Opposition Leader and Shadow Minister for Western Sydney Barry O’Farrell and NSW Leader of The Nationals and Shadow Minister for Education Andrew Stoner today introduced legislation to the Parliament to retain all 160 hectares of land at the Hurlstone Agricultural High School for educational purposes.

It came as Premier Nathan Rees this morning reiterated his plans to sell-off nearly 90% of the school’s land as a desperate money grab. 

“It is disappointing that after so much community criticism, Nathan Rees still plans to go ahead with this plan,” Mr O’Farrell said.

“At a time when the Federal Government is trying to promote agriculture, including better research and training, Nathan Rees should not be selling almost 90% of Hurlstone Agricultural High School’s farming land, which is used to teach students sustainable farming methods.”

“The NSW Liberal/Nationals oppose the sale of this land and our decision to introduce legislation to prevent it demonstrates our commitment. 

“I urge all Labor MPs who care about the State’s education and farming sectors to support it, particularly those Macarthur Labor MPs – Andrew McDonald, Graham West, Phil Costa and Geoff Corrigan. Nathan Rees’ reaffirmation to sell of 90% of the school’s land shows he is out of touch with the people of NSW.”

Mr Stoner said the State Labor Government’s disregard of students, alumni and the community’s pleas to re-examine the plan shows that Labor is not willing to do what is best for the community.

“Nathan Rees’ announcement today to continue with this plan is an insult to the students and the community that value Hurlstone Agricultural High School and its green space,” he said.


“Nathan Rees should not be selling off all this land at Hurlstone Agricultural High School at a time when the State Government should be encouraging students to take up agriculture.

“Nathan Rees needs to listen to the community and recognise that this a wrong decision,” Mr Stoner said.
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