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Leader of The Nationals and Shadow Minister for Education Andrew Stoner today accused the Rees Labor Government of selling out the agricultural sector and Western Sydney in its latest cuts to public education.

The Rees Government plans to sell 140 hectares of the 160-hectare site at Hurlstone Agricultural High School, reducing the school site to just 20 hectares as part of revenue-raising efforts in its savage mini-budget.

Mr Stoner said the sale of land at Hurlstone Agricultural High, along with the axing of free school student travel and the Back to School Allowance, was just the latest pillar in Nathan Rees' attack on families.

"Nathan Rees should not be selling off all this land at Hurlstone Agricultural High School at a time when the State Government should be encouraging students to take up agriculture," Mr Stoner said.

"Nathan Rees has sold out Western Sydney and he doesn't understand farming.

"Hurlstone is one of the few specialist schools in NSW and provides an opportunity for urban students to be introduced to agriculture.

"The school's memorial forest is a touching tribute to fallen soldiers. Hurlstone has a proud history and must not wear the consequences of Labor's mismanagement.

"Hurlstone offers the chance for urban students to be introduced to agriculture. Students in the city don't have access to Farrer or Yanco Agricultural Schools because of distance.

"Nathan Rees is the closest thing State Labor has to former Hurlstone student Mark Latham. He has all the anger of Mark Latham, but doesn't know about the ladder of opportunity.

"He shouldn't be selling off this school land in Western Sydney."

Mr Stoner said this was just one nonsensical measure in a horrendous mini-budget that will impact on every family in NSW.

"At a time families are doing it tough, Nathan Rees has delivered a mini-budget with serious cuts to education and $3.6 billion in new taxes," Mr Stoner said.

"Nathan Rees is selling school land, axing the Back to School Allowance and scrapping free student travel.

"There is no point being decisive if you're making wrong decisions. Nathan Rees needs to listen to the people of Western Sydney and revisit this decision immediately," Mr Stoner said.

