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M E D I A  R E L E A S E

Proposed Sale of Hurlstone Agriculture High School Land May Set Precedents For Other Ag Schools

(26-11-08)

Independent State MP, Peter Draper, is concerned that the NSW Government’s decision to sell 90% of the land surrounding Hurlstone Agriculture High School is short sighted, and sets dangerous precedents for other Agriculture High Schools, including Farrer.

“The Hurlstone campus, in Sydney’s southwestern suburb of Glenfield, is currently a 160 hectare site, but the Government is planning to sell up to 140 hectares,” Mr Draper said.

Mr Draper yesterday met with Hurlstone boarding students, Eliza Gill (from Tamworth) and Tiffany Spiers (Parkes), who on behalf of fellow students expressed concern about the future of farming at Hurlstone, and stressed the importance of continuing the practical aspects of agricultural education at the school.

“Education Minister, Verity Firth, has said the school will retain enough land to continue to provide quality education, including agricultural studies, in a modern setting with no reduction in student numbers.”

“These students rightly asked whether the Minister believes that land and farms are unnecessary in modern agriculture? They also rightly point out that a modern agricultural education should not mean no cows, no sheep and no crops,” Mr Draper said.

“Correctly, these students point out that a modern educational setting should mean better investment in the land, not selling it to developers, and they fear that the educational experts have a mistaken belief that modern agriculture is a purely theoretical pursuit,” he said.

Mr Draper pointed out that in yesterday’s Question Time in response to a question on the proposed sale, Premier Rees had said the site was equivalent to 10 ANZ Stadiums side by side.

“For a cash strapped Government, selling this land in a rapidly expanding urban zone probably seems like a huge jackpot, but the proposal is short sighted and will not improve educational outcomes,” he said.

Mr Draper said that he was very concerned this sale may set a precedent, and the Government could try to sell land at other Agricultural High Schools to raise cash in future.

“The land at Farrer Memorial High may not provide the huge financial incentive to sell as the Hurlstone property located in an expanding part of Sydney, but if the Government is allowed to get away with one sell off, they may well attempt it here at some future date.”

“I do not oppose the sale of un-needed land being sold to fund investment in school maintenance and infrastructure investment, however, the 160 hectares at Hurlstone is essential if they are to maintain an operational agricultural high school that can educate the young people that our state desperately needs to meet the agricultural demands of the 21st century.”

“Along with the students of Hurlstone, and on behalf of our other Agricultural High Schools, I urge the Government to reconsider this short sighted decision to flog off the farm, as this land is essential in delivering a modern agricultural education,” Mr Draper concluded.      
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