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LABOR MUST ABANDON PLANS TO SELL HURLSTONE AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL’S LAND

NSW Opposition Leader and Shadow Minister for Western Sydney Barry O’Farrell and NSW Leader of The Nationals and Shadow Minister for Education Andrew Stoner today met with students and alumni from Hurlstone Agricultural High School and demanded Nathan Rees overturn his plans to sell 140-hectares of the 160-hectare school site.

The NSW Labor Government plans to sell nearly 90% of Hurlstone Agricultural High School, reducing the school site to just 20 hectares as part of revenue-raising efforts in its savage mini-budget.

“The State Labor Government must listen to students, alumni and the community and immediately abandon its plan to sell Hurlstone Agricultural High School’s land,” Mr O’Farrell said, after receiving a letter opposing the sale signed by more than 500 Hurlstone Agricultural High School students.

“Nathan Rees’ plans to sell Hurlstone Agricultural High School’s land is not a difficult decision – it’s another example of the Premier making the wrong decision,” he said.

“At a time when the Federal Government is trying to promote agriculture, including better research and training, Nathan Rees should not be selling almost 90% of Hurlstone Agricultural High School’s farming land, which is used to teach students sustainable farming methods.”

Mr Stoner said the sale of land at Hurlstone Agricultural High School, along with the axing of free school student travel and the Back to School Allowance, was just the latest pillar in Nathan Rees’ attack on families.

“Nathan Rees’ answer in Parliament, trying to justify the sale of the school’s land because it is the size of ten ANZ stadiums shows that he doesn’t understand farming,” Mr Stoner said.


“Nathan Rees should not be selling off all this land at Hurlstone Agricultural High School at a time when the State Government should be encouraging students to take up agriculture.


“Hurlstone is one of few specialist schools in NSW and provides an opportunity for city students to be introduced to agriculture. Hundreds of boarders also attend the school.


"There is no point being decisive if you're making wrong decisions. Nathan Rees needs to listen to the people of Western Sydney and revisit this decision immediately.”

MEDIA: Brad Burden 0401 672 145 or Rod Bruce 0409 637 264
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