Dear ………….,

I write to express my alarm and urge the reversal of the State Government’s proposal to sell the working farm, up to 140 hectares, that is an integral part of Hurlstone Agricultural High School (HAHS).

As you know, Hurlstone is a 100 year old day, boarding, selective agricultural school with an excellent academic and agriculture reputation. It was Australia’s first of its kind.

Of particular concern is the suggestion that farm land is ‘surplus to educational need’ at a farm school. It is not surplus and remains in active use as a working dairy farm as well as piggery, poultry, sheep and cropping – all vital to the hands-on experience necessary to maintain excellence in agricultural science.

You can’t have an effective agricultural training institution without the practical experience the farm facilitates. Suggesting 20 hectares is adequate, covered mostly by fixed infrastructure, is nonsensical.

Robbing a public school of a highly relevant educational resource is repugnant -especially when the motivation is to make a quick buck from developers. Its not in keeping with government commitment to excellence in public education

At a time when Australia and the world is grappling with the demands of a global food crisis, diminishing agricultural land and climate change; efficient and sustainable agricultural practice is more necessary than ever. Hurlstone, with its practical focus, plays an important part of meeting those challenges. Governments say they want to combat climate change impacts and yet this decision sits at odds with that claim.

Hurlstone also makes an important contribution to the Macarthur region as the ‘lungs’ of the local area when there is increased population pressure and reduced green space. That’s why the Campbelltown City Council resolved to oppose the sale and to preserve the green space. As a working farm in a modern educational setting, Hurlstone is not out of place, in fact it contributes positively to the local environment.

An Environmental Impact Study commissioned for the State Government pointed to the school’s special heritage significance. It said “ The School was the first agricultural high school established in Australia and the first in NSW to accommodate boarders. The current site for the school was established in the 1926 and has been responsible for fostering and developing a unique and scientific approach to managing Australia's rural enterprises. Hurlstone Agricultural High School has been assessed as being of high local significance.

Hurlstone is not just a selective school. It is a strong, well-respected, public agricultural boarding school with ties across NSW and is one of the last remaining institutional links between city and country life. It is unique. It has a proud, patriotic and practical agricultural history that the Government’s decision puts at risk.

I ask for your support to get the NSW Government to reverse this short-sighted decision, keep the farm and ensure that Hurlstone continues to offer its quality, practical agricultural education well into the future.

Yours sincerely,

Insert name and date here
