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Dear ………….,

A measure in the NSW Government's recent mini-budget includes a proposal to sell off land currently being used for agricultural study by Hurlstone Agricultural High School (HAHS). I am writing to seek your support in defeating this short-sighted proposal that will rob NSW - and Australia - of an important educational and agricultural asset.

The land being considered for sale to property developers is considered 'surplus' by the government, but actually houses working educational farmland, including a dairy, piggery, beef cattle and boarding school. The government proposes that of 160 hectares, Hurlstone's future allocation will be 20 hectares. It reasons that the money from the land sales will allow various capital works and services programs to proceed while it addresses its budget shortfall.

Under the proposal, Hurlstone could not continue its proud, 100 year heritage of producing outstanding agricultural graduates that have excelled in research and development in Australia and around the world.

    * EDUCATION: HAHS is the only public boarding school in Sydney. It provides opportunities for children from country NSW to undertake quality education that is both affordable and inclusive. This school provides the opportunity for rural students to build on their agricultural upbringing without the need to spend hours every day travelling from remote properties to their nearest school. It provides all this without charging the exorbitant fees of the private school system. However, without adequate agricultural facilities, this education will suffer.

    * SUSTAINABILITY: City kids want to learn agriculture. Despite living in an industrialised nation, every year thousands of students from urban areas apply to study agriculture at HAHS. They need a school that has agricultural facilities. They want to go to school with students from country NSW to understand the diverse state we live in. If these facilities are taken away, the divide between the cities of NSW and the country will grow even greater. Even more importantly, our state’s strong agricultural foundation will be further eroded and the means to inspire the next generation of Australia’s agricultural, animal and veterinary scientists will have been irrevocably lost.

    * ENVIRONMENT: Hurlstone produces outstanding agricultural graduates that develop leading-edge agricultural policy and practice here and around the world. (Former Federal Minister for Primary Industries, John Kerin AM, is a Hurlstone alumnus)

Even as the State Government is proposing to make this cutback, current Federal Minister for Agriculture Tony Burke is speaking of the need for governments to "...refocus on investment in agricultural research and development to boost productivity within the constraints of land and resource availability." (speech to the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization, Nov 19, Rome, Italy)

This proposal has been widely condemned as short-sighted and a backward step for Australian agricultural education.

May the school count on your support as the government embarks on community consultation over the coming months?

Hurlstone is a strong, well-respected public school with ties to all areas of the state and is one of the last remaining institutional links between city and country life in NSW. It has a proud patriotic and agricultural history that will be slighted, and silenced by this proposal.

Yours sincerely,

Insert name and date here
