Name
Address Line 1
Address Line 2
Contact number
Insert name and details of

Local member or labor duty mlc

Here………
Dear ………….,

Recently the NSW government decided to sell large parts of land from Hurlstone Agricultural High School (HAHS). The land comprises working educational farmland, including a dairy, as well as the “Memorial Forest” – a living war memorial.

I would like NSW Labor to consider the following points:

· HAHS is the only public boarding school in Sydney. It provides opportunities for children from country NSW to undertake quality education that is both affordable and inclusive. This school provides the opportunity for rural students to build on their agricultural upbringing without the need to spend hours every day travelling from remote properties to their nearest school. It provides all this without charging the exorbitant fees of the private school system. However, without adequate agricultural facilities, this education will suffer.

· City kids want to learn agriculture. Despite living in an industrialised nation, every year thousands of students from urban areas apply to study agriculture at HAHS. They need a school that has agricultural facilities. They want to go to school with students from country NSW to understand the diverse state we live in. If these facilities are taken away, the divide between the cities of NSW and the country will grow even greater. Even more importantly, our state’s strong agricultural foundation will be further eroded and the means to inspire the next generation of Australia’s agricultural, animal and veterinary scientists will have been irrevocably lost.
· The Memorial Forest is an important part of Australia’s military heritage. A tree has been planted in this forest to represent every former student who fought in WWI and WWII. The forest is maintained with pride by current and former students and is known amongst local RSL members as a site of significant importance. The destruction of this forest would destroy a living monument to Australia’s military sacrifices. It would prevent the Anzac spirit from being instilled in future generations of the state’s high achievers. It would be nothing short of a disgrace.
Please reverse the decision to sell HAHS land. It is a strong public school with ties to all areas of the state and is one of the last remaining institutional links between city and country life in NSW. Furthermore, the school has a proud patriotic history displayed by the school motto “Pro Patria” that will be forever damaged if this decision is not reversed.

Yours sincerely,
Insert name and date here
